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Exceeding expectations by fulfilling potential



What makes a good school? It is a question that I 

am often asked and the answers tend to be many 

and varied. To me a prep school is like an extended 

family. Our pupils, parents, staff and governors all work 

together to ensure that every single child who comes 

to Denstone College Preparatory School thrives on the 

challenges that are presented, has the courage to make 

mistakes and learn from them and benefits from the 

breadth of the education that we provide here.

Absolutely central to a good school is the staff.  

We are blessed here at DCPS with an outstanding  

team who go the extra mile for the children, have 

several strings to their bows and work tirelessly,  

both individually and as a team to ensure that the 

children are taught to the highest possible standards. 

They are constantly challenged to set themselves 

individual targets and success is celebrated collectively, 

in the sure and certain knowledge that it breeds 

achievement in other areas of school life.

The space available to the children here adds 

significantly to their education. We have over fifty  

acres and I believe passionately that everything that 

is taught in the classroom can be taught no less 

effectively outside. 

Welcome to Denstone College Preparatory School 
at Smallwood Manor

The outdoor classroom, which was installed in August 

2014, is the focal point for our outdoor learning and 

the fire pit ensures that it can be used throughout the 

year. We do not worry about inclement weather –  

suitably attired and with a blazing fire to warm them 

up, our boys and girls are ready for any challenge 

that the weather may throw at them! The concept 

of Forest School is at the forefront of much of our 

teaching and the children love getting outside and 

learning in a completely different way.

We set great store by the Christian ethos and values 

that were so important to Nathanial Woodard 

when he founded his first school in the middle of 

the nineteenth century. Qualities such as manners, 

respect, confidence, happiness and achievement are 

crucial if a child is to flourish here. Staff and parents 

work side by side to help our children to surprise 

themselves as they surpass their own expectations.

Life at DCPS really is an adventure. We very much 

look forward to the opportunity of working with  

you and your children to help shape a really  

exciting future for them!

Jeremy Gear 

Headmaster

‘With its magical setting, inspirational and nurturing 
environment, Denstone Prep provides a truly 
wonderful place to start a child’s education.’ Parent
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Pastoral Care

‘An environment where 
every child can thrive.’ Teacher
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At DCPS we place great emphasis on the importance 

of pastoral care. The emotional well-being of each 

child is paramount and we nurture each child to 

enable them to develop academically, socially, 

physically and emotionally. Only a settled, happy, 

secure child will thrive and achieve their potential  

and all members of our school community work 

together to ensure that we create an environment 

where this can happen.

Our high teacher to pupil ratio enables us to know 

each child and their family, and to build up strong 

school / home relationships. Teaching the Christian 

values of good manners, respect and responsibility is 

considered a vital part of our pupils’ education and is 

an important preparation for future schooling and life.



Pre-Prep

The Pre-Prep caters for children from 2 to 7.  

Within this department there is an Early Years unit 

comprising of Pre-School and Reception classes and  

a Key Stage 1 unit of Year 1 and Year 2 classes.

The Early Years provides a secure, caring and 

stimulating environment for our Pre-school and 

Reception year groups. Pre-School children are able  

to start from the date of their 2nd birthday,  

with flexible full or part-time sessions.

Our curriculum is based on the Early Years Foundation 

Stage Curriculum (EYFS) and has a strong focus on 

early literacy and numeracy development which 

enables our children to make an excellent start in these 

key areas. We recognise that young children learn and 

develop in different ways and at different rates and 

so provide a breadth of experiences that are carefully 

planned to meet individual children’s needs. A balance 

of child initiated play and adult led activities build 

on and extend children’s interests and develop their 

intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities.
‘The contribution of the early years’ provision to children’s  
well-being is outstanding.’ ISI EYFS Inspection 2014
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During the Reception year, the focus moves towards 

adult led learning as we seek to develop the skills 

needed for the more formal challenges that await  

the children in Pre-Prep 1. 

The Early Years have their own superb outdoor learning 

area, custom built from natural resources, which 

complements the school’s beautiful woodland setting. 

In addition we operate a weekly Early Years Forest 

School session where the children have an opportunity 

to explore our extensive grounds for an extended 

period of time.

In Years 1 & 2 we aim to inspire our young children 

with a love of learning. Our curriculum is planned to 

equip them with the attitudes, knowledge and skills to 

enable them to succeed both academically and socially.

We lay firm foundations in literacy and numeracy but 

also teach exciting projects to broaden the children’s 

general knowledge, awareness and experiences.  

As well as mathematics and English our lessons  

include science, history, geography, Spanish, music, art, 

design/technology, ICT, RE, PSHE, PE and swimming.

Our class sizes are small and we use a variety of 

teaching methods to encourage progress. We treat 

each child as an individual and tailor our curriculum to 

enable them to reach their full potential. All Pre-Prep 

staff work together as a team to ensure that each child 

feels valued, happy and secure.

‘Our Pre-Prep is a warm, 
friendly, vibrant, colourful 
environment filled with the 
buzz of children learning!’  
Pre-Prep Teacher
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Main-Prep

When the children move into Main Prep we gradually 

start to give them more responsibility and encourage 

them to continue on the journey of independent 

learning that they will have started in Pre-Prep.

The small class sizes and low adult to pupil ratio of 

around 1:7 ensures that the children receive a great 

deal of individual support as well as extra help in 

small groups. This is not just in place for those who 

struggle and for the academic high flyers.  

We recognise that the children in the middle band 

need support and extension as well and we ensure 

that they receive all the help that they need.

The children’s progress is closely monitored, both 

pastorally and academically. We work closely with 

parents to ensure that each child thrives and that 

concerns are identified promptly and addressed both 

at school and at home to ensure that potential is 

reached and that success in one area carries over  

into other aspects of school life. 

The children cover an extensive curriculum as they 

move through Main Prep, combining traditional 

academic subjects with a wide variety of more 

practical activities with the opportunity to learn  

both inside and outside.

We are totally committed to providing a breadth of 

education that is second to none, ensuring that every 

child has access to a wide range of opportunities. 

They are encouraged to grasp these with both hands, 

to challenge themselves constantly to improve 

and to lose any fear of failure. We see the key as 

taking calculated risks, learning from mistakes and 

consolidating on successes.
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‘There was always something fun to do in class. 
Lessons were never boring.’ Past pupil



Academics

Our curriculum is both broad and balanced – focusing 

on the core subjects of English, mathematics and 

science whilst also encompassing history, geography, 

Spanish, music, art, D.T., R.E., P.S.H.E., P.E., study 

skills, drama and forest school. We aim to prepare 

children for future stages of their education and life 

by providing a firm foundation in essential knowledge 

and skills and inspiring them with a love of learning 

and discovery.

Our learner profile encourages the children to develop 

as individuals and teams, to persevere, to take risks, 

to learn from mistakes, to be creative, to use different 

resources and to think and work independently.  

These attitudes are fostered throughout the school 

from the Pre-school to Year 6.

We believe that children learn best when actively 

engaged. Thus we have developed a lesson structure 

designed to enhance learning, using innovative 

techniques based on pedagogical research.  

Around 40% of our pupils achieve scholarships and 

awards for outstanding performances in academic 

subjects, music, sport, art and drama on entry to  

their senior school.

It is vital to encourage the children to fulfil their 

potential, to build on their past, enjoy the present  

and prepare for the future.

Carpe diem!
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‘I love all of the staff and our education and also the macaroni cheese!’ Year 4 pupil



Sports

Sport plays a significant part in the children’s lives 

at DCPS. Good sportsmanship, losing gracefully 

and displaying humility in victory are all essential 

lessons to learn in life. Every child at DCPS has the 

opportunity to represent their school on their journey 

from Pre-school to Year 6 and the pleasure that they 

get from the experience is very plain to see. Skills 

such as leadership, teamwork and determination 

very much come to the fore in sports’ fixtures and 

from Year 3 we play inter-school matches in netball, 

hockey, rounders, cricket, rugby and football. The 

children also swim regularly throughout the year in 

our indoor heated pool and take part in athletics and 

cross-country running.

PE lessons take place from Pre-school upwards and 

include gymnastics, circuit training, dance and music 

and movement. We take the children’s fitness very 

seriously and our coaches and teachers ensure that 

the children have a challenging and varied programme 

of physical activities and games as they move 

through the school.
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‘Excellent rating for Pupils’ Personal Development.’  
ISI Inspection 2017



Creative Arts

Children can gain so much from studying the creative 

arts: enriching education, building confidence, 

developing communication skills, teaching discipline, 

improving memory skills, forming lasting friendships 

whilst most importantly having fun and creating 

amazing memories which remain with the children 

well into adulthood. 

The pupils at DCPS all engage in weekly drama 

lessons and work together to perform, stage-manage 

and bring to fruition superb theatrical productions. 

From weekly class assemblies, Christmas nativities, 

musical performances, junior and senior theatre 

productions, all of the children at DCPS are given 

opportunities to have a role and contribute towards 

their year’s performances.
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‘The thing I like most 
about Denstone Prep is the 
freedom we have.’ Year 6 pupil 



Music

There is an excellent, vibrant tradition of music at 

DCPS with talented professional musicians employed 

in the teaching team. Their love of music and skills 

are passed onto our pupils who often achieve above 

expected standards. Pre-Prep may start playing the 

piano and Year 3 children learn the violin as part of 

the curriculum. Many continue to learn at least one 

instrument from a wide variety of choice and are 

prepared for Associated Board Music examinations each 

term. Some pupils have lessons in three disciplines!

Music is an integral part of our chapel services, 

assemblies and plays throughout the school.  

Class music lessons are lively, interactive and 

informative – from the 3 to 11 year olds!

DCPS children regularly win music scholarships and 

exhibitions enabling them to further their education  

at independent senior schools and to achieve places  

in the National Children’s Choir of Great Britain.  

The choir competes successfully year on year at the 

Derby Festival and the children have also performed 

in such venues as the Royal Albert Hall, London and 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham. We are affiliated to the 

Royal Schools of Church Music.
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‘Our aims: excellence, involvement, enthusiasm and a love for music.’ 
Head of Music



Extra-Curricular

We are constantly looking to expand on our extensive 

range of after school activities and clubs. All children 

are encouraged to participate in an activity that may 

start before school, take place during the lunch hour or 

come at the end of the school day. Our challenge is to 

maintain variety throughout the year and the choice 

will vary from term to term. Recent options have 

included clay pigeon shooting, art and craft, cookery, 

dodge ball, outdoor adventures, table tennis, gardening, 

badminton, drama, pottery, bridge and volleyball. 

This list is by no means exhaustive, new activities are 

being introduced all of the time and there are practice 

sessions for all of the major sports and numerous 

musical groups and ensembles. In their final term at 

school Year 6 pupils all attend a PGL residential week 

away – something which all pupils look forward to 

throughout Main Prep!

A family breakfast takes place once a week from 

7.45am - 8.15am and with a maximum of 50 people 

sells out nearly every week. That apart, children may 

arrive at school for 8.00am, unless they have an activity 

that starts before then. Lessons begin at 8.25am and 

after school clubs take place until 6pm. Homework may 

also be done at school during supervised prep sessions.
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‘My children thoroughly enjoy their time at school; as a parent this is so important.’
Parent



w    dard

FA

ITH UNITY

A

N
D V I S I O

N

For more information contact us today 01889 562083 or email: enquiries@denstoneprep.co.uk

www.denstoneprep.co.uk
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